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Bravery does not mean browbeating others. He is not a brave
man who uses his strength to terrorize others. The brave man is
he who, though possessing strength, does not use it to intimidate
others but, on the contrary, protects the weak. Can a brave man
know fear? Muslims are physically strong. Even if they have the
support of the whole world, Hindus should not be afraid of them
but, placing their trust in God, should refrain from deviating, by
a hair's breadth, from the path of justice. Muslims, too, should
be ashamed to seek help from outside and should trust the Hindus
despite the latter's numerical superiority. However, even if both
sides do not act in this civilized manner and only one side does
so, there need be no disruption of Hindu-Muslim unity. That is,
even if one side is firm in doing its dharma, there will be no en-
mity between the two. He alone may be said to be firm in his
dharma who trusts his safety to God and, untroubled by anxiety,
follows the path of virtue. If Hindus apply this rule to the
Moplah affair, they will not, even when they see the error of the
Moplahs, accuse the Muslims. They will help those Hindus who
have suffered losses and will enable them to stand on their feet.
Swaraj means that even if a person is in a minority of one,
he may oppose the rest and be unafraid. Hindus should not
depend wholly on the Muslims' good sense. Nor should the Muslim
be frightened by the meanness of some Hindus. Each community
should rely on its own strength and help the other. Why should
a single Hindu have run away on account of the Moplahs5 atroci-
ties ? Why should even one Hindu have reported the whereabouts
of the Moplahs out of fear of the British troops ? No Hindu was
bound to report where the Moplahs had taken shelter. Why should
a single Hindu have made a show of going through Islamic reli-
gious rites out of fear of the Moplahs? The rule which we follow
in our fight against the British rule, viz., laying down our lives, should
be followed in all cases of oppression. If we are ready to die at
the hands of the tyrant rather than do his bidding, we shall be
stronger than even the lion. Anyone who overpowers a tyrant by
killing him will one day be tempted to become a tyrant himself,
for, instead of looking to God for support, he will have learnt to
depend on his own brute strength. A person who regards himself
as God is bound to be destroyed. He can never be free because
he has sought to usurp God's place and, in consequence, has lost
his owa rightful place. He has yet to strive and know what he is.
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